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Jerome Township Anti-Blight Ordinance 99 

 
An Ordinance to secure the public health, safety, and general welfare of the residents and 
property owners of the Township of Jerome, Midland County, Michigan, by the 
regulation, preventing, reducing, or eliminating blight, blighting factors or causes of blight 
within said Township; to provide for the enforcement thereof; and to provide penalties for 
the violation thereof. 
 
The Township of Jerome, Midland County, Michigan, hereby ordains: 
 
Section 1. This ordinance shall be known and cited as the Jerome Township Anti-Blight 
Ordinance. 
 
Section 2.  Intent. 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to promote the general health, safety and welfare 
of the residents by preventing, reducing or eliminating blight or potential blight in 
the Township through the prevention or elimination of certain environmental 
causes of blight or blighting factors which exist or which may exist in the 
Township in the future. 
 

Section 3. Causes of Blight or Blighting Factors; Offenses Designated. 
On and after the effective date of this Ordinance, no person, firm, corporation or 
entity of any kind, shall allow to exist any of the following uses, structures or 
activities which are hereby determined to be causes of blight or blighting factors 
which, if allowed to exist, will tend to result in blighted and undesirable 
neighborhoods and threaten the public health, safety, and welfare of the residents 
of Jerome Township: 
 
1. The storage or accumulation of junk, junk motor vehicle, trash, rubbish, litter, 

or refuse of any kind outside of a completely enclosed building, or not within 
fifty (50) feet of any property line or within one hundred fifty (150) of any 
dwelling and not in the front yard of the property (not including property for 
which a valid junkyard permit issued by the Township is in effect) for a period 
in excess of thirty (30) days.  All outside storage must be screened from view 
from adjacent property lines. 

 
For the purpose of this Ordinance, the term “junk, trash, rubbish, litter, or 
refuse of any kind” shall include, without limitation motorized or non-
motorized vehicles, metal, iron, steel, copper, brass, zinc, tin, lead, rope, 
rubber, rags, clothing, wood, plastic, paper, glass, garbage, appliances, mobile 
homes not meeting the minimum standards for habitation by humans, unusable 
trailers, televisions, furniture, or any other scrap or waste material of any kind, 
including parts of any of the above, but not including domestic refuse stored in 



Zoning - Anti-Blight Ordinance 99                  Revision 3/16/99 2 
Jim Weisbrodt 

such a manner as not to create a nuisance for a period not exceeding thirty (30) 
days, and not including firewood stored in an orderly manner. 
 
For the purposes of this Ordinance, the term “junk motor vehicle” shall include 
any motor vehicle which has not been licensed for use in the State of Michigan 
for a period in excess of six (6) months and shall also include, whether licensed 
or not, any motor vehicle which is inoperable or does not have all its main 
component parts attached. 

 
2. Any structure or part of structure which, because of fire, wind, or other natural 

disaster, or physical deterioration, is no longer habitable as a dwelling, or 
useful for any other purpose for which it may have been intended. 

 
3. Property owners may request a Special Use Permit as per Article X of Jerome 

Township Ordinance 98 as amended for exceptions to #1 and #2 of Section 3 
of this ordinance. 

 
Section 4. Enforcement. 
 

This Ordinance shall be enforced by such person or persons as may be designated 
by the Jerome Township Board. 

 
Section 5. Validity. 
 

Should any section, clause or provision of this Ordinance be declared by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
Ordinance as a whole or any part thereof, other than the part so declared to be 
invalid. 
 

Section 6.  All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed 
only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 
 
Section 7.  Violations Declared a Nuisance Per Se 

All violations of this Ordinance or any part thereof are declared a nuisance per se. 
 

Section 8. Penalties 
Any person or other entity who violates any provision of this Ordinance is 
responsible for a municipal civil infraction as defined by Michigan law and subject 
to a civil fine of not more than $500.00, plus costs, which may include all direct or 
indirect expenses to which the Township of Jerome has been put in connection 
with the violation.  In no case, however, shall costs of less than $9.00 or more than 
$500.00 be ordered. 
 

Section 9. Additional Remedies 
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In addition to the foregoing provisions relating to Penalties, the Township 
specifically reserves the right and shall have the authority to proceed in any court 
of competent jurisdiction for the purposed of obtaining an injunction, restraining 
order or other appropriate remedy to abate said all violations and the nuisances 
thereby created and to compel compliance with this Ordinance.  Each day that a 
violation shall continue is to constitute a separate offense. 
 

------------------------------------------------- 
Storage and accumulation areas as described in Section 3, item 1. 
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Dwelling  
 

 

50 ft. 

50 ft 
150 ft 50 ft 

150 ft 

50 ft. 

Outside storage 
permitted if 
screened from 
sight from 
adjacent property 
lines 

Outside storage 
permitted if 
screened from 
sight from 
adjacent property 
lines 

No storage of 
materials is 
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